Oriental Models No Match

To U.S. Girls As Stylists |

NEW YORK (UPL) — The
Japanese modeling business
iis booming, but one heauty
ifrom Tokyo says her col-
jleagues are no malch for
"American  giris as clothes-
herses,

“Qur legs just can’t com-
pare with American legs,”
said Kimiko Katayama,
“Yours are lonper, siimmer, 1
think it is because we do so
much knecling on tatami (the
matted floor covering in most
Japanese homes).

“Parisian  models, except
‘for their facial features, look
more ke us somehow,” con
tinued Kimike. "I have had a
chance to watch them when
the Paris fashion houses
brought shows to Tokyo.”
| Miss Katayama is a slim,
‘sloe-eyed beauty with olive
skin, spectacularly white
teeth, and black hair reaching
well below her waist but usu-
ally worn siegked back from

f

Miss Katayama, 28, is on af
six-months visit 1o the United
States to help promoie cul
tured pearls, production of
which s a major Japanese
and South Seas indusiry, Her
sponsors  are  the Imperial
Pearl Syndicate, the waorld's
largest sellers of the cultured:
gem.

Kimike will make retail
store appearances with a jew-
elry callection whien includes|
a mecklace — or rather, the
makings of a necklace — val-
ued at $100.000. It consists af|.
41 Targe, perfecily malched
Burmese pearls. sl not
drilled for stringing.

The model explzined that
Japanese women traditionally
do not wear necklaces with
kimont, but she put one on
for the benefit of the UPRI
phetographer.

Miss Katavama owns 60
kimcno and has practiced the

her face and wound into a:
circlet at the crown. :

For the record, she is an
excepticn to her own observa-
tion on Japanese girls' legs.
Perhaps her height helps, for
she is several inches taller
thaln the average Japanese
girl. .

Miss Katayama is five {est,i
seven inchegs harefset. Most|
Japanese girls, she said, are
five fest one gr two inches.

“When I was growing up, I
was o much taller than my
friends I got what you call
complexes,” smiled the Ori-’
ental beauty. ‘Now I find my!
height. is an asset, I can modell
Western clothes as well as)

;utes. It used to take her close

art of tying an obi go hat she
can complete one in 15 min-

to two hours to wind the 15
feet of wide sash. {
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