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‘Fuvnrite Jewel Needs Care

- 'Know-How’

Is Needed

- When Selecting Pearls

By JOY MILLER

Ever wonder jus
-The only sure way, unronani

AP Newsfeatures Writer
t how good yaur pearl necklaee {57

Ic as It sounds, Is x-ray.

New procosses have made artlflelal pearls look simost ke the

real thing. And aithough probabi
ence belween a 5100000 sirand o
simuiated Btring, some' of the in-
belween varietles are irleky,

Even if you take your necklace
o a jeweler for a mulek appraisal,
you might not find out.

It the Jjeweler looks down a
ptarl's drill hole and sees & mother
of pearl beard, you have only a
cultured penel. f he can't see
anylhing Dbut thinks yeu have a

send jt to a laboratory that has
pearl x-ray machincs.
You can da a prefly good de-
tective Job an your own, however,
IT you know the kinds of pearls,
hew sman or the oyster makes
them, antd what to Iook for in a
goad pearl.
Pearls of greatest value are pee-
feclly round, swilh & pinkish cast
and a brillianl flawless skin with-
ot eracks, denls, scralches ar
blemishes. Size 1s = tactor, of
cotirse, although a amall perfecl
pearl is costlier than a large, irce-
gular one,
Pearls, the anly Jewels produced
by animal action, come in several
shapes and shades. Besides round,
they can be pear-shaped, for pen-
danls; button, far cings; irregular,
called baroque and used Ln various
ortaments, and seed, which are
very small pearls,
How does an ayster produce a
renrl?

"A Producl of Irriiation
It 1s n peoduct of irritation.
When a prain of sand or tiny para-
slle aceidentally enlers the hady
of an ovsier, the oyster proteets
himsell {or herself — some oys-
lets change sex several times a
year) by depnsiting Tnyers of a
pearly substance ecalled nacre
around the irrilant. “T'he (hinner
the layers, the most lusitous the
pearl. Pearls produced n this way
are called natnral or Orlental.
When man puts the feritant —
usually a mother of pearl pellet —
inside the nyster, the resnlting gem
13 called & cullured pearl.
The third variely has never
been near an oysler. Arlificial or
simulated pearls are made from
glass or plastie heads dipped iy
fish scale essence and them pal-
ished. The newest development is
a kind of plastic bead that ve -

imarkably tesembles a fine pearl.

But Its lighter weight will quickly
show the dilferonce.

Prices exlend from a low of per-
haps 51 cents for simulated pearls

(te hundreds of thousands of dollars
for the Orientals. A goodt pear] col-
tured necklace can range fram §50

to thousands.

pressiug the natural pearl market.

|A good Ortental necklace ecan he

hought today for from $R00 to
$1,000. A milllan dollar pecklace be-

{fore 1928 s available now for a
|mere $150,000. If you're in the high-
Tprice market, it’s a good [dea to

shop around. Prices vary, some -

times considerably, from store fo

store,
As for the cultured variely, a
price Increase wp o 20 per cenl

‘con be expected because of receat

fine natural necklace, you could|

Dealers make no bones about
the influx of cultured pearls de -

y everyhody could tell the d{ffer-
! Oriental pearls and a dime siore

typheons end flosds in Japan, says
the Imperinl Pearl Syadicate, lac-
gest imporlers of cultured pesrls
in the United Slates. The pearls
that weren't rulned are of poar
qualily, and that means good pre-
war and pre-floed pearls will be
placed on the market, but at higher
prices, -

The Favorile Jewel
The pearl Is the Ametiean wo -
man's favorile Jewel, but sume wo-
men  ean't, or shkouldw't, ,wear
pearls. Those whase persplration
has more than normal scidtivity
cant reduce thelr pearls to half -
size in 10 years.
Other useful things 1o know:
Pearls are rather soft and
scrafeh easily. Their hordmess 1s
from 2% lo 4% on a scale on
which the diamond, the hardest
Jeweel, Is 10,

Never pul perfume on them, The
alechel content is harmful. Keep
them away Irom excoessive heat;
never gel lipstick or lingernail pol-
ish remaver on them. emove your
prarls while having a hairdp he-
cause  the chemicals used are
harmful,

Mast goatl palural pearls come
fram the Persian Gulf, where for
cenluries thuusands of men have
eepended on peard diving for a Hv-
ing.

Although Ihis remarkable gem
was known to ancient man, the cul-
turcd pear! indusiry as we know
it loday is onfy about 40 years
old. s story is one of ingenuily
and coursge -~ the courage, por-
haps appropriately, being exer -
cised by women.

Early In the 2Hh Century, a poor
Japanese macaroni peddler named
Kokichl Mikimote perfected, after
years of experimenting, a process
canceived by the Chinese centuries
before: inserfing an lerilant direet-
Iy inta the aysler's body ta maks
it produce a pearl.

Now very old and very rich, Mi-
kimote still runs his own compdny
and stani!s on his head I0 minutes
ecach day te prove his vigor.
Japanese paarl farms use women
divers becanse they have preeter
lung capacity and can stay under
water longer. These women, cnlled
Amas, hunt the oyster far simall

glamorous profession,
handed down from
daughter. . .

Women Are Divers

mother

sidered too old for its dangers.

oysler,
costume and Jreaddress shie hopes
will scare away sharks. Carcylng
only & kaife that is bolh tool and
weapon, the Ama  dives flhrough
the mirky waler as far down as
50 feet, finds a group of Ayoki,
sualches one brefore they all bur-
row to safety and guickly surfaces.
In the underseas world Turk the
giant clam, octupis, the sea star
bristling with hundreds af poison-
ous spines, the hungry shark. The

wages. But it is an henered and
frequently
fo

The Amn beging her work at 16
aud by her lete 20's she is con-

In searching for the bilg Avokl
the Ams wears a while

Virs ers
Entertains

BMrs. Harry M. Ayers was hosl-
es53 yeslerday nfteraoon sl a de-
lightful luncheon honorlng ther
guest, Mrs, Oliver C, Carmichael
of Tuscaloosa,

The aifalr took place at the An-
alsten Country Club  where the
luteheon  lable fealured center-
pleces of yellow datfodils artistl-
cally arranged wilth haby breath
and whlie peach blossoms, and
guests found their places marked
with cards decoraled by dafledils.
Guesls present on this ozeasion
included: Mrs, Thomas F. Kilby,
Mrs. William S. Steney, ATrs. Ro-
land Sims, Mrs., Leslla A, Ed.
wards, Mrs. Arthur Wellborn, Mrs.
Willinm R. Owen, Mrs. Gerald T.,
Klng, Mrs. Willlam P, Acker, Mrs,
Leslie M, Edwards, Jr., Mra. Phil-
ip A, Sanguineftl, Mrs. Gilbert
Darler of Lake Forest, M., Mrs,
E. Stanley Bohhitt, Mrs, 5, L.
Galbrafih, Mrs. Hobert  Alston,
Mrs. Edward C. Landham, Jr,,
Mrs. Eugene L, Tuener, Jr., Miss
Kale Mims Smith, and Mrs. Ray-
mond P, Wheeler.

* * %

Algonquin Study Club
To Meet Tomorrow

The regular meellng of the ' Al-
gongtlin Siedy Club w[11 be held to-
morraw afternoon, at 3 o'cloek at
the home of Mrs. Joseph T. Ras-
berry at 1100 Glenwood Terrace,
with Mrs, Rodney W. Clarke as
hostess.

Mrs. Robert L. Lucas wlll con-
duct the meeting, and Mrs. Charles
E. Tucker will present the pra-
gram, her subject {o be “Great
Women Poets.”

Ama risks her fifc with each des-|.
cent, and sometimes loses it

‘The oyster is closed, placed In
& wire cage with other oysters and
[lowered {nta a quiet Ilagoon to
bulld layers of pearl around the
irrilant for from three to eight
¥ears. Severnl tlmes a year he is
hamled up to see if he is heallhyS
or needs a diet change. ¥
The ancsthetic, a reeent develop-|!
meni, las rveduced the mortalily s
rate among Innoculated o¥slers|
fram 63 to 10 per ceut, L
After the oysters are remowved
frem the sea for the lasl time.
{hey are opened and the pearig are
carefully remaved from the peer!
sac. The gems are then sorted for
color. slze, perfection and heil -
llance.

Cheaper gradea  of  cullured
rearls result from larger lrritants
and less time in fhe ocean, You
can see how a jeweler conld caslly
tell a cheap cultured pear! by look-
ing down the drill kole: the large
mother of pear! bead would be cov-
ered by only thin veneer of pearl

—

Be thridty! Use the leftover syrup
from canned fruils in gelalin sal-
ads. an ceresl, o a desserl sauce
or far basting ham.
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