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KNEW YORK (UP[) -~ There
are more Lban 5000 kinds of
oyslers, hul enly one type fs
considered ideal for production
of cultured pearls.

«oysters are found off the coast
of Japen, which furnishes alt of’
the cullured pearts used in {he;
world, |

“There are thousands of oy-
sler farms in Japan” Sidney
A. Weizs, president of Imperial
Pearl Symdicale, Ine., which i
headquarlered in Chicago and
has an office in Tokyo, said in
an intarview, “They send (he
pearls 1o a cet v daerlyw eannr
pearls to a cenlral area and we
inspecl them for size and irri--
descence,”

Weiss said ihat production of
cultured pearls is a painslaking
privess (hal requives patience.

"An oyster has te be al least
lwo years ofd before a nueleus’
ean be inserled into it," Weiss
said. “The pucleus is the seed
of the pearl, But it takes an oy-
ster al least two vears lo pra-'
wuce a pearl from Lhe nucleas,™
! Oddly, the nucleus is {aken
from the mother-bpearl of a
‘clam Eat lives in Mississippi
!}Hiwr waters, Weiss said 1cnn-‘
-age Japanese girls, whose thin
iand delicate hands are adept at
making incisions in oysters, are’
in demand for these services.

cages,"

oyster  will
Most of these pearl-produeing).”.

“The
Weiss  said.

Pearl Production A Painstaking Process

aysiers are  pet  imshaped pearl ihat i praclicaily bore holes thraugh Lhe pearls
“Diserg'vseless, But some ogsters’ canwhicl: are needed for necklaces.

have lo go down periclically (o'manulfaciure  two er 1l1yee'

serub haracles off the chells of pearls.

the uysters and see thal they

are doing all elght.”

Some  pearls  are used for
|brooehes, costurae jewelry and

Once the oyster produces a tinEs.
pearl, it is sent o & center| "All pearls are mot while,”

Occasionally, Weiss said, amwhere it is inspecled. Skilled Welss sakl. "Some of them are

produce an  odd-

eraftsmen know exactly how to'yellow, But we have a big mar-

ket for yellow pearls In Brazil,
They don't want any other.king
in Brazll” -
Welss said one of the bl
myihs ahout oyslers cencerns
reporls that diners in restas
ranis find ihem in half ‘shells,
YOysters  which ° produce
shells are inedible,” Weiss said,
“Anyone who thinks he has
found g pear]l In an oysler in a
restaurani has found something
else. 1t couldn’l be a pearl,”
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